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Police discretion is the ability and the power that the police have to make decisions. In law enforcement, caution is a crucial component because there are different circumstances in which a police officer needs to make personal decisions to solve the situations (Ariel et al., 2016). Therefore, if police do not have discretion, they could not decide to let off individuals with a warning at a traffic stop. Without caution, the police could also not drive a person home if they find him drunk. However, in some situations, discretionary decision-making ability can be challenged. For example, in some states across the United States of America, individuals who have been reported to cause domestic violence have to be arrested. Hence, law enforcement officers are not allowed to make any personal judgment.
	An example of police discretion is when an officer who is on patrol notices an automobile which is being driven in the rain and the driver has not turned on the lights. This action is against the law of the state of Texas. In this case, the police officer pulls up the car and asks the driver to show his registration and the driving license. During the observation, the police officer notices that the driver does not have any record of violations. This means that the officer has the option to decide whether the driver should be given a ticket for the violation of driving without lights during rains or the driver should be let off with a warning.
This case demonstrates the importance of police discretion. Therefore, in situations that need the law enforcement officers' decision, the police officers should be allowed to make such decisions. However, in cases where police discretion is not permitted, the police are supposed to follow the set laws, for instance, give tickets or make arrests. Such situations help in reducing the offenses being committed; however, there will be many cases.
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